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RE: Support for Proposed General Rule (GR) 33

t
!

The Washmgton Proteotlon a:nd Advocacy System urges the Washmgton State Supreme Court. to
" adopt Proposed General Rule 33. This rule creates a uniform process by which individuals with

d1sab1l1t1es can obtain accommodat1ons to ensire access to Just1ce in Wasmngton State.
I}

As the state des1gnated federally—mandated protectlon and advocacy system for Washmgton
state, our agency is frequently contacted by people with disabilities, attorneys advocates, and

} others requestlng assistance in dealing with problems in obtaining accommodations needed to .
oy :

- participate in court or to use court services. Typically, there is confusion d@bout how to request
accommodations. This rule will ensure that the path to obtaining the auxiliary aids and services
‘or other accominodations is clearly set out throughout the state. The result should be improved
access to Justlce for people W1th d1sab111t1es and enhanced efficiency for courts. :

The adoption of this rule will be an 1mportant step toward comphance by our courts w1th the

requirements of Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). The United States’ '

* Supreme Court held in Tennessee v. Lane, 541 U.S. 509 (2004) that the ADA applies to state -
~ courts. -Other states have adopted rules similatto GR 33 to implertierit the requireriients 6f the =~ -

ADA and the fundamental right to due process of law.

Washmgton Protection: and Advocacy fully. supports the adoption of Proposed General Rule 33. o
Thank you for thls opportumty to prov1de this comment - -
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- A Member of the National Disability Rights Network.
A substantial portion of the WPAS budget is federally funded.



